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serts of the ocean, had almost escaped human notice, and
which, if they had not happened to make a seamark, had,
perhaps, never had a name!

Fortune often delights to dignify what nature has neg-
lected ; and that renown which cannot be claimed by in-
trinsick excellence or greatness, is, sometimes, derived
from unexpected accidents. The Rubicon was ennobled
by the passage of Caesar, and the time is now come, when
Falkland's islands demand their historian.

But the writer, to whom this employment shall be as-
signed, will have few opportunities of descriptive splen-
dour, or narrative elegance. Of other countries it is told,
how often they have changed their government; these
islands have, hitherto, changed only their name. Of he-
roes to conquer, or legislators to civilize, here has been
no appearance; nothing has happened to them, but that
they have been, sometimes, seen by wandering navigators,
who passed by them in search of better habitations.

"When the Spaniards, who, under the conduct of Co-
lumbus, discovered America, had taken possession of its
most wealthy regions, they surprised and terrified Europe,
by a sudden and unexampled influx of riches. They were
made, at once, insupportably insolent, and might, perhaps,
have become irresistibly powerful, had not their mountain-
ous treasures been scattered in the air, with the ignorant
profusion of unaccustomed opulence.

The greater part of the European potentates saw this
stream, of riches flowing into Spain, without attempting to
dip their own hands in the golden fountain. France had
no naval skill or power; Portugal was extending her do-
minions in the east, over regions formed in the gaiety of
nature; the Hanseatick league, being planned only for
the security of traffick, had no tendency to discovery or
invasion; and the commercial states of Italy, growing rich
by trading between Asia and Europe, and not lying upon
the ocean, did not desire to seek, by great hazards, at a
distance, what was, almost at home, to be found with
safety.